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Cannabis use is a risk factor for the development of incident
psychotic symptoms. Continued cannabis use might increase the
risk for psychotic disorder by impacting on the persistence of
symptoms.
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Methodological issues

The analyses were not directly adjusted for the possible
confounding effects of a family history of psychosis as this
information was not available in the EDSP data.
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[ www.nytimes.com/2007/04/13/us/13vioxe.html?_r=0
Ehe New Pork Times

WORLD | U.S. N.Y./REGION| BUSINESS | TECHNOLOGY SCIENCE HEALTH SPORTS | OFPINION

F.D.A. Rejects Merck’s New Pain Medication

By GARDINER HARRIS
Published: April 13, 2007

GAITHERSBURG, Md., April 12 — A panel of federal drug advisers
voted 20 to 1 Thursday to reject an application by Merck to sell its
pain pill Arcoxia because of concerns that the drug could cause as
many as 30,000 heart attacks annually if widely used.

Food and Drug Administration officials were unusually harsh in their
criticism of the medicine.

“What you're talking about is a potential public health disaster” if
Arcoxia is approved for sale, Dr. David Graham, an F.D.A. safety
officer, told the panel.

Arcoxia is a sister to Vioxx, which Merck withdrew in 2004 after a study showed that it
also increased the risks of heart attacks and strokes. Merck sells Arcoxia in 63 countries,
and the company underwrote an extensive safety testing program that involved 34,000
arthritis patients.

The studies showed that Arcoxia caused nearly three times as many heart attacks, strokes
and deaths as naproxen, a popular pain pill sold as Aleve, but was no more effective in

euring pain. Patients taking Arcoxia suffered worrisome increases in blood pressure.

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/04/13/us/13vioxx.htm|?_r=0
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Your source for the latest research news

Science News

Marijuana Cuts Lung Cancer Tumor
Growth In Half, Study Shows

Apr. 17, 2007 — The active ingredient in marijuana
cuts tumor growth in commaon lung cancer in half and
significantly reduces the ability of the cancer to
spread, say researchers at Harvard University whao
tested the chemical in both lab and mouse studies.

They say this is the first set of
experiments to show that the
compound, Delta-tetrahydrocannakinol
(THC}). inhikits EGF-induced growth and
migration in epidermal growth factor
receptor (EGFR) expressing non-small
cell lung cancer cell lines. Lung cancers
that over-express EGFR are usually
highly aggressive and resistant to
chemotherapy

THC that targets cannabinoid receptors

CB1 and CB2 is similar in function to

endocannabinoids, which are cannabinoids that are naturally
produced in the body and activate these receptors. The
researchers suggest that THC or other designer agents that
activate these receptors might be used in a targeted fashion to
treat lung cancer

"The beauty of this study is that we are showing that a
substance of abuse, if used prudenthy, may offer a new road to
therapy against lung cancer,” said Anju Preet, Fh.D_, a
researcher in the Division of Experimental Medicine

N1 NN MpIna WM At qT
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http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2007/04/070417193338.htm
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What is a proper dosage of medical marijuana, and how can patients control their dose?

General Reference (not clearly pro or con)

Donald Abrams, MD, Professor of Clinical Medicine at the University of California, San Francisco, et al., in their research paper
“Medical Cannabis: Rational Guidelines for Dosing," published Jan. 2004 on CannabisMD.org, wrote:

"An experienced cannabis smoker can fitrate and requlate dose to obtain the desired acute effects and to minimize
undesired effects. Each puff delivers a discrete dose of cannabinoids to the body. Puff and inhalation volume
changes with phase of smoking, tending to be highest at the beginning and lowest at the end of smoking a
cigarette...

Oral ingestion of THC or cannabis has quite different pharmacokinetics than inhalation. The onset of action is
delayed and titration of dosing is more difficul...

Thus, a patient-determined, self-titrated dosing model is recommended. This self-titration model is acceptable given
the heretofore-discussed variables as well as the low toxicity of cannabis. This construct is not unique to cannabis.
Many other drugs have relatively low toxicity and high dosing ceilings (gabapentin being one notable example), and
are titrated to effect.”

Their “final dosing recommendations” are displayed in the following chart

Strength of Cannabis Daily dosage of
(assuming neglible | cannabis corresponding
canabidiol) to 2.5 - 90 mg of THC
10% THC 15g.5.55g
15% THC 12g.3.69g
20% THC <_ 08g.279 !>
25% THC 04g.225
30% THC 01g.1.86g

oNnNMaKX '91M9 7w NX7nMN nmirn N>N¥n N0
http://medicalmarijuana.procon.org/view.answers.php?questionlD=000334
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New dosage limits for medical marijuana:
But where's the science?

Pauline Comeau

Author Affiliations

New evidence-based guidelines are urgently needed to help doctors negotiate
Canada's hazy medical marijuana landscape, particularly in light of Health
Canada's efforts to impose new dose limits, say the nation's leading cannabis
researcher and doctors who have been queried about their marijuana
authorizations.

Canada should also re-establish a formal process for developing responsible
dosing strategies, says Mark Ware of McGill's University Health Centre, the
sole researcher funded under the now defunct Medical Marijuana Research
Program (CMA/ 2006;175:[12]: 1507-8).

The 1053 doctors now authorizing marijuana use for 1816 patients need “more
evidence” regarding rational dose levels, he says. And Ware suggests the
Canadian Consortium for the Investigation of Cannabinoid could lead such an
effort.

“There is more research, more trials, formulations that could be done,” says
Ware. “If we had a couple of days in a room with people and pharmacologists
then we could sit around and say, here is the best we can come up with, here
are some guidelines.”

Mnedical marijuana rules, doctors authorize the amou
marijuana they and their patients feel is necessary. However, several who ha
recommended above 5 g per day were recently telephoned by a Health Canada
medical marijuana program officer, and advised that the department
ecommends no more than 1-3 g per day, irrespective of the medical condig

or consumption (inhaled, ingested or both). Health Ca
posted that recol = S 6, after officials
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Your doctor will determine, in consultation with you:
« Which variety would be most suitable

» What dosage you need

» How to take the medicinal cannabis

http://www.cannabisbureau.nl/en/doc/pdf/5089-A5-BMC-Pat-ENG-web_25097.pdf
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